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Externally, the cup looks just like an ordinary
wine cup, but its internal structure holds a
secret. At the center of the cup's base stands an
exquisitely carved dragon head. Hidden inside
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are cleverly designed channels, often shaped like
nine dragons, hence the name "Nine-Dragon

Cup.




November Edition .d

REMESIERETHIM T EE [R8 ) MIe?

BIrEIEES - NEBMNE—IREBIZERE S BOUULREE
HIERF - REB

{BIIRTRREI - iERHS:Em - 818 3 AMFR - MNAYEEZE S
STV - HRERHD ) SR AR - SR —ERE  IZBCHIED-

EEEZETIHUIAI A T UIIRAVIIEIRS: - IREE APIBRE R L - O]
EE5ERR-

If you pour wine in moderation, not exceeding a certain hidden fill line
inside the cup, the wine stays safely in the cup for drinking, as shown in Picture
B.

However, if you get greedy and fill the cup beyond that line, all the wine
inside will completely drain out through the hidden channels and a small hole in
the base, leaving not a single drop behind, as
shown in Pictures C and D.

This design cleverly utilizes the physical
phenomenon of a siphon, reminding people
to be content with what they have and not
to be greedy.
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Are you curious about who Zhu Yuanzhang was?
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King of the Ming Dynasty
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The Fairness Cup Story

Hey kids! Have you heard of the
Nine-Dragon Fairness Cup?

It's a special wine cup from ancient
China, popular in the Ming and Qing
dynasties. The cup is famous for its clever
design and the life lesson it teaches: don't
be greedy!

Legend says it first appeared in the
Song Dynasty and became common later.
Emperor Hongwu of the Ming Dynasty
even used it at banquets to remind his
ministers about honesty and self-control.
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